Hysteria, Perversion, and Paranoia in The Canterbury Tales:  Wild  Analysis and the Symptomatic Storyteller by McLaughlin, Becky Renee
Western Michigan University 
Medieval Institute Publications/Arc Humanities Press 
Research in Medieval and Early Modern Culture Medieval Institute Publications 
7-20-2020 
Hysteria, Perversion, and Paranoia in The Canterbury Tales: "Wild" 
Analysis and the Symptomatic Storyteller 
Becky Renee McLaughlin 
University of South Alabama, bmclaugh@southalabama.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/mip_rmemc 
 Part of the Literature in English, British Isles Commons, Literature in English, North America 
Commons, and the Medieval Studies Commons 
Recommended Citation 
McLaughlin, Becky Renee, "Hysteria, Perversion, and Paranoia in The Canterbury Tales: "Wild" Analysis 
and the Symptomatic Storyteller" (2020). Research in Medieval and Early Modern Culture. 11. 
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/mip_rmemc/11 
This Monograph is brought to you for free and open 
access by the Medieval Institute Publications at 
ScholarWorks at WMU. It has been accepted for inclusion 
in Research in Medieval and Early Modern Culture by an 
authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at WMU. For 




Hysteria, Perversion, and Paranoia in The Canterbury Tales
Research in Medieval  
and Early Modern Culture XXV
Studies in Medieval 
and Early Modern Culture LXXI
Becky Renee McLaughlin
Hysteria, Perversion, 
and Paranoia in 
The Canterbury Tales





Library of Congress Control Number: 2020933815
Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek
The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie; 
detailed  bibliographic data are available on the Internet at http://dnb.dnb.de.
© 2020 Walter de Gruyter GmbH, Berlin/Boston
Cover image: “TV City” © Barbara Agreste









Chapter 1: The Prick of the Prioress, or Hysteria and Its Humors 28
Dora and the Prioress 29
Prosthetic Body and Rim-Structure 37
The Breast and An Erotics of the Divine 53
The Beating Fantasy and Orphic Song 58
The Joke of the Host and the Prick of the Prioress 65
Chapter 2: Portrait of the Hysteric as a Young Girl 70
How I Lost My Body 70
How I Lost My Mother 72
How I Lost My Voice 76
Chapter 3: Masochist as Miscreant Minister: The Parable of the Pardoner’s
Perverse Performance 84
Father, Mother, Masochist 84
The Perverse Dynamic and the Double Standard 112
Of Parables and Pardons 118
Chapter 4: Confessing Animals 126
Door Number Three 126
Supercaving 132
Siren Call 136
Chapter 5: Before There Was Sade, There Was Chaucer: Sadistic Sensibility in
the Tales of the Man of Law, the Clerk, and the Physician 141
The Fat Lady Against the “Holwe” Men 146
“Holwe” Man Number One: The Man of Law 153
“Holwe” Man Number Two: The Clerk 169
“Holwe” Man Number Three: The Physician 186
Chapter 6: Sadomasochism for (Neurotic) Dummies 197
China’s Aftershocks 197
The Sphinx Speaks 201
Paradigm Shift 204





Chapter 8: Farting and Its (Dis)contents, or Call Me Absolon 247
The Haves and Have-Nots 247
Things That Go “Toot!” in the Night 251
Classroom Gas 256
Chapter 9: Retractor 261
The Sleep of Dialectic 261
Upon Waking, Shipwreck 264
The Master in Pieces 265
Bibliography 268
Index 281
VI Contents
